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THE NEW BALTIC STATES AND FINLAND

THE NEW BALTIC STATES

THE three tiny states of Lithuania (Lietuva), Latvia (Latvija Repub-
lika), and Estonia (Eesti Vabariik) were carved out of Baltic Russia
following the World War. They were created partially to satisfy
aspirations for independence and partially to restrict Russia's contact
with the Baltic. Small size and limited resources render doubtful the
possibility of their continued independence. Their future might be
assured by economic union with one of their larger neighbors or among
themselves, but unfortunately racial, linguistic and cultural differences
render such unions difficult. Nevertheless, a start in this direction was
made in 1927, when Latvia and Estonia joined in a customs union.

Of the three states, Lithuania alone had ever enjoyed former
independence. During the fourteenth century it became a powerful
nation, with territories extending from the Baltic to the Black Sea.
Later it was absorbed by Poland, and remained the property of that
state until it came under Russian control toward the end of the
eighteenth century. Following the World War, Poland desired to
include Lithuania within its boundaries on the historical basis of former
ownership, but the spirit of Lithuanian nationalism had been kept
alive, and its people demanded and received independence. The seizure
of Wilno by the Poles and the fear of Polish absorption have made
the Lithuanians bitter enemies of their southeastern neighbors.

Much of the history of Lithuania and all of the history of Latvia
and Estonia has been the record of domination by other peoples.
Germans, Swedes, Poles and Russians have all held these territories
in part or in whole, and have all left their imprint upon the cultural
and economic life of these peoples. The Germans in particular have
exerted a profound economic influence. Since the days of the Teutonic
Knights, the entire eastern coast of the Baltic has contained German
minorities which have controlled much of the industry and trade, and
owned large amounts of land. They have also constituted the most
progressive and capable portion of the population. Today their im-
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